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Hearts and Paws Upper Cape Regional meeting
Mon. Apr 21st, 2025
In attendance: Adrianna Glazener, Donna Martin, Jeff Idels, Linda Valente, Lois Barry, MB Maughan, Rose Fiore, Gina Corbo, Sue Bernier

First, we congratulated ourselves for such great attendance.
We shared stories about how our own journeys brought us and our dogs to Hearts and Paws, asked a lot of questions and generally connected with each other in a very meaningful way.
We then talked about existing visitation sites.  The four Falmouth Elementary Schools are still going beautifully, and we are often bringing three dogs, which is working out brilliantly.  Having three dogs really excites the children, and it gives us more flexibility when one handler can’t make it.
The visits to ARC of Sandwich are now shorter, and every other week, and that seems to be a good formula.  The new sites (Laurentide, in Mashpee, and Recovering Champions, in Falmouth) began with great success and are a great addition to the Upper Capes coverage. We talked about the amazing summer program at Camp Dream Day in Nickerson State Park, which will begin again in late June and last for eight weeks.  Since so many of our members want to attend, we need an elaborate schedule to give everyone a chance to go at least twice.
Any new visitation sites will of course depend on us being able to commit to regularly scheduled teams. 
We once again talked about the incredibly important role of the Spotter.  As you know, we are unique among these programs, with this role of an extra set of eyes, someone who helps the handlers stay focused on their dog and the people they’re visiting, as well as providing relief if the handler needs a break. 
We talked about attending Community Events, and how they help us spread the word of Hearts and Paws throughout the Cape.  We attend events all over the Cape, so there are plenty of opportunities throughout the year for all of to participate. The upcoming events will be the Eastham Wellness Fair on May 9th, the Brewster Wellness Fair on May 16th, the ever popular Bow Wow Bash on May 17th and Cape Cod Cares for the Troops on May 25th.  
We handed out business cards to whoever was interested.
We then had series of discussions and impromptu demonstrations on how to navigate around VSP, the Sign-In Kiosk and our Website.  It was generally agreed that the Calendar should be better populated and that the Visitation Sites should include more information about location and how to contact the personnel there.  There is still some confusion however about the role of each of these different sites.
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