[image: ]TYPE OF MEETING MINUTES:  General Session  (March ‘25)
DATE OF MEETING:  March 17th,2025
PLACE OF MEETING:  Dennis Library
TIME MEETING CALLED TO ORDER:  6:35 p.m

ATTENDEES: Amy Usowski, Jeff Idels, Anne Thomas, Mary Hastings, Brian Hastings, 
       Wes Blair, Kathy Carey (w/Bernie), Karen Healy, Doug Hill, Elaine Hill, Chris Washington,
       Sue Bernier (w/Izzy) , Bob Shlyberg, Candy van Sciver, Marilyn Rose, Rebecca Blair, Mark Pasquini (w/Dunkin), 
      Marna Bate (w/Lexi),  Bonnie Chiantera,  Amy Groden (w/Charlie)

BY ZOOM: Donna Martin

SPEAKERS:  Tayna Roza  from Ezra Baker School in Dennis

Extra attendee : some “wacko lady” about politics ????

1. Our guest speaker, Tayna Rosa from Ezra baker School, explained that the programs at her school were for kids with “challenges” from all over the Cape.  We started visitations with one team in the library with some of the students twice a month.   We’ve now added another team that goes into  regular ed classrooms once a month.   Students and teachers alike look forward to the dogs’ visits.  Besides a lot of “hugs” and “pets”, some of the students take some time to draw pictures for the dogs and make birthday cards.
    Tanya shared with us some of the situations these children are facing:  loss of a parent, parent called overseas, drug overdose, custody issues, special needs and high academic expectations. She asked some students how they felt about our dogs and the answers were touching.
 “They help me calm down. They are fluffy. They make me less sad about my dad/mom.  They remind me of when my mom tucks me in.”   

2. Update on recent recruitment:  Rebecca reported that:
a.  Since December 13 dogs have been certified as “Therapy: dogs
b. Since January 1st, 2025 we have made 263 hours of visits

3. Update on Visitation Sites (new and old):  
a. Anne (Outer Cape): 
1. Going to Rock harbor Respite  2x a month
2. Wellfleet Wellness Center visits are every 6 weeks as needed
3. The Terraces – 3rd Weds of the month
4. Eastham Library – 1st Saturday of the month through May then change to Fridays
5. Provincetown Library – Going on April 23 (need dog and handler) then will wait until November to start up again because of tourist traffic (parking)
6. Upcoming events: - Nauset newcomers (4/9); Wellness & safety Festival at Elks; Bow Wow Bash – end of May and again in Sept.
b. Amy (Mid & Lower cape):
1. Ongoing visits to: Lighthouse School, Alzeimer Center, Dennis Senior Center, Ezra Baker School, Chatham Elementary School, Veterans’ homes in Dennis and Hyannis, Chatham Housing Authority.  We’ll start with Sturgis Charter School this spring.
2. Events: Harwich Health and Wellness Fair (4/19), Brewster Health and Wellness Fair (5/16: 2-4pm), Cape Cod Cares for the Troops (5/25), Cotuit and Harwich Baseball Games

c. Jeff (Upper Cape):
1. Visits: ARC of Sandwich (2x per month);  4 Falmouth K-4 Schools on a rotating
  basis each week;  Laurentide (memory care)
2. Events: Home and Garden Show (4/5); Hounds of Highfield; Cape Cod Coffee;  
                                        Cape Cod Dogfest

4 Open Discussion:
a.  On-line store will close tomorrow (3/18) so get your orders in 

        Meeting adjourned : 7:45

Respectfully submitted,
                    Mary & Brian Hastings
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